
Hartsville/Trousdale County Metropolitan Governmental 

Emergency Services Committee 

 

Meeting Minutes for May 14, 2019 / 7:00 pm 

 

Present :  David Nollner, Chairman                       Stephen Chambers, Mayor  

                Bill Ferguson,  Vice Chairman               Mary Ann Baker, Commissioner  

                Rachel Jones , Secretary                        Ken Buckmaster, Commissioner 

                Bill Hunt  

 

Others Present:       Jeremy Barnes                    Tammy Buckmaster 

                                Joseph Scott                      Scott Olds 

                                Jessica Scott                      Bud Sutherland 

                                Dianne Chambers              Alex Smith        

                                Brian King                          Jay Woodard  

 

 

The Emergency Services Committee  was called to order May 14, 2019 at 7:09 P.M.  in 

the downstairs courtroom of the Trousdale County Courthouse by Chairman David 

Nollner.  

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve the Minutes from April 8, 2019 as written was made by Bill Hunt. 

Seconded by Vice Chairman Bill Ferguson.  Motion Carried 

 

2) Old business 

Merger of Hartsville Fire Department and EMS:  

Chairman Nollner turned the floor over to Vice Chairman Ferguson who discussed 

the purpose of the meeting referencing the possible budget plans/considerations 

Mayor Chambers deemed likely to result from the merger of the two entities. Vice 

Chairman Ferguson asked that the committee recognize Jeremy Barnes as having 

experience and knowledge of potential needs/costs and that his input be taking 

into consideration, also.  Committee agreed to accept Barnes input and the floor 

was turned over to the Mayor.   

At this time, Mayor Chambers presented his proposed budget for the combined 

Volunteer Rescue Squad/Fire Department Merger. He had met with Interim Fire 

Chief Mark Beeler, Director Matthew Batey, Commissioner/Assistant Chief Ken 

Buckmaster , and Mark Carman to gather input for the proposed budgets. Option 1 

budget was a "wish list" of everything desired in a merger and Option 2 was a 

"minimum" budget. EMS was not included at this time as the Mayor was waiting to 

talk to the Comptroller's office the next day regarding use of funds.  

During the discussion, it was noted that the budget included the already paid for 

pumper/tanker trucker bought in Aug. 2019 and several (13) pairs of turn out gear 

and SCBA equipment. This would be an upfront cost but, it would not be a 



reoccurring cost. The reoccurring cost would be approximately $3,700. If you 

combined EMS, using the provided figures from Director Batey, the reoccurring cost 

would be approximately $12,700 annually. However, these costs could be lower with 

the ability to stop outsourcing training, decreased custodial supplies, etc.  

It was also noted that the Fire Department was did not currently have all the 

equipment needed. They were short of SCBA equipment, air bottles, and turn out 

gear. Assistant Chief Buckmaster stated they were in a process of ordering new 

equipment but, more was needed. It was decided that members of the Emergency 

Service Committee would go to the Fire Hall after the meeting adjourned to make a 

list of what was needed.  

Assistant Chief Ken Buckmaster brought up the issue of fire hydrants not working. It 

was noted that the fire hydrants in the city limits had been repaired and color coded 

and were in the process of being flow tested. Mayor Chambers noted the issue of 

water pressure problems and stated. The issue of water pressure will hopefully be 

addressed when the new water tank is in place. With no additional comments or 

questions, it was decided to adjourn the meeting and those interested would meet 

at the Fire Hall to inspect the current equipment and discuss the equipment needs 

of the Fire Department with or without the proposed merger.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was called by Bill Hunt and seconded by Bill Ferguson 

and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.    

 

Submitted by Rachel Jones 


